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“Caring for Kids” Charity Golf Outing
Spring is here and we are preparing for our annual charity golf outing! This year, the event will take
place at Macatawa Legends Golf & Country Club in Holland on Friday, May 19, 2017. We hope you
will consider sponsoring this great event through one of the following opportunities:
Sponsor

Amount

Masters
Sponsor

$3,500

Benefit Received





Eagle
Sponsor

$2,500





Birdie
Sponsor

$1,500

Hole
Sponsor

$400





Custom “Caring for Kids” golf flag, with logo of your choice, displayed at one of
the green pins
Logo on all marketing materials and logo on marker for closest to the pin
Entry for 8 players in the golf outing
Recognition on placard at breakfast and lunch
Logo on all marketing materials
Entry for 4 players in the golf outing
Logo on marker for longest putt
Logo on all marketing materials
Entry for 2 players in the golf outing
Custom “Caring for Kids” golf flag, with logo of your choice, displayed at one of
the green pins

We are also looking for donations of items to our silent auction and raffle that
will take place on the day of the event. Registration is open for golfers (and
non-golfers!) at https://www.eventregisterpro.com/event/cdsofottawacounty.
We hope you will come and enjoy a great day on the
green for a great cause. All proceeds from this event will
go toward providing scholarships, tuition assistance, and
support for the valuable programs provided by CDS.
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Pinwheel Gardens
April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month (#CAPmonth) and the pinwheel
is the national symbol of child abuse prevention. Pinwheel gardens will be
planted throughout Ottawa County to acknowledge the importance of families
and communities working together to prevent child maltreatment in all its
forms.
This year CDS is planning to participate in #CAPmonth by planting a pinwheel
garden at each center, planting one pinwheel for each child enrolled in our
program. Information is being shared with parents about Child Abuse
Prevention month and the pinwheel gardens that we will be planting.
Planting a pinwheel garden is just one way of demonstrating that we all play a role when it comes to
ensuring healthy starts for our children. When children ask about the pinwheels, you can tell them the
following:


The pinwheels are for Child Abuse Prevention Month.



The pinwheels help adults remember that it’s our job to keep children healthy and safe.



Abuse is when an adult or older child hurts a child on purpose.



Prevention means to stop something from happening.



It’s never OK for another person hurt or bruise your body. It’s never your fault if someone hurts you in
any way.



It’s never OK for someone (stranger or a person you know) to touch you in a private part of your body
or in any way that makes you feel uncomfortable.



It’s always okay to tell a trusted adult if you think you’ve been abused.

For more information on Child Abuse Prevention Month, visit the Children’s Trust Fund website at
www.michigan.gov/ctf.
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Why All Kids Should Go to Preschool
http://www.earlychildhoodeducationzone.com/why-all-kids-should-go-to-preschool/

In President Obama’s 2013 State of the Union address (SOTU), one proposal he gave was to give every fouryear-old access to high-quality preschool education. Of course, experts disagree with each other on the importance of preschool, and whether it’s a necessity or a nice to have. However, the cumulative statistics and
findings from over a hundred studies suggest that preschool benefits are real and persist into regular school
years and beyond, in many ways, and that the entire country can benefit long-term, financially and socially,
from an investment in preschool education. Yet as of 2010, only 14% of public education dollars were being
spent on pre-five-year-old children — a time when brain growth leads to as much as 90% of adult brain size.
Some Stats on Childcare and Preschool
From 1995 to 2012, the percentage of American children aged 3-6
who were not yet in kindergarten but were in center-based care rose
by only 5% (for all family characteristics and regions). Here are the
overall average percentages for select years.
•1995: 55.0%

•2001: 56.3%

•2005: 57.1%

•2007: 55.3%

•2012: 61.0%

When broken down by “Race and Hispanic origin,” the Hispanic group (all origins) had the lowest percentage in all years. By wealth category, the “200% poverty and above” group (i.e., wealthiest) not surprisingly

had the highest enrollment in all years. As well, enrollment across all years was highest amongst the group
where the mother had a bachelor’s degree or higher, and in the two groups where the mother was working
(35+ hours/week and under 35 hours/week). See the childstats.gov link in the References section for more
information. More specifically, according to U.S. Census Bureau SIPP (Survey of Income and Program Participation) data, there were about 20.4M children in the U.S. under the age of 5 in 2011. Of those, 61% (12.5M)
“were in some type of regular children care arrangement” — which includes relatives and non-relative care
(organized and other). This means nearly 39% (38.7%; 7.9M) of under-5 children had no regular child care
arrangement, including parents and other family.
The Benefits of Preschool

A recent Clinton Foundation report published statistics from the Brookings Institute that hints at the benefits of any kind of early childhood education. The report indicates that of children born in 2001, “only 48
percent of poor children started school ready to learn, compared to 75 percent of children from middleincome families.” What’s more, there is now a deviation from the 1960s/70s of the amount of time parents
of different economic status spend reading to their children. Between 2010-2012, parents with higher education spent as much as an extra 30 minutes daily reading to their children — which adds up significantly by
the time the kids enter kindergarten.

(Continued on next page)
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Why All Kids Should Go to Preschool (continued)
This means that by age four, “children in professional families had heard an average of 30 million more words
addressed to them than children in families on welfare, and 15 million more words than working-class families.”
Typically, this means an increased vocabulary and even a love of reading, both of which improve the chances of
academic success.
Preschool-and Kindergarten-Age Benefits

























Fulfill curiosity — something that is common in children as young as
three years old, and which if fulfilled early can be sustained in later
years, positively impacting academic performance.
Early learning positively affects brain structure.
Builds a desire to learn well past preschool age.
Additional daily or semi-daily physical activity that might not happen at home.
Head start in emotional development. Getting praise early in life for accomplishments builds positive selfworth which can pay off academically.
Head start in social development. Manners and social protocols are learned through incidents, with an adult
“correcting” behavior when necessary. Preschool gives children an early outlet to learn appropriate social
behaviors and develop more effective interaction skills.
Building of trust in other children and adults.
Learning discipline and structure, balanced with fun.
Encouragement of scribbling can lead to early learning of writing, which has the obvious academic benefits.
Early introduction to letters and numbers improves foundational reading and math skills, respectively, both
of which affect later academic success.
Early introduction to math means time to absorb and understand by the time kindergarten comes around.
Improved self-esteem.
Readiness for kindergarten, etc.
Improved scores in achievement tests.
Less likely to be sad or unhappy, which can happen to children as young as three years, and which can then
persist in near-future years.
Confidence from familiarity, since at present, kindergarten curriculum may significantly overlap preschool
activities.
Become better readers.
Early successes in kindergarten and beyond. High-quality preschool education has been show to benefit
both middle-income and low-income families, as well as improve overall academic achievement.
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Later-life benefits:






Less likely to commit a felony.
Less likely to drop out of high school.
Less likely to need government assistance.
More likely to go to college, and thus more likely to earn more in a lifetime.
More likely to own a house.

As a result of even a $2-$4 return per dollar invested in preschool programs
available for all children, the ROI for each year’s preschool cohort is as much as

Contact Us
Give us a call for more information about our services to
children and families.
CDS Lakeshore Head Start
100 S. Pine, Suite 220
Zeeland, MI 49464

$150B over their cumulative lifetimes. The Institute for a Competitive Work-

Phone: (616) 786-0736 or
1-800-613-7013

force estimated in 2010 that each dollar spent [in high-quality preschool pro-

Fax: (616) 796-3284

grams] could actually return $2.50-$17, which means a potential trillion-plus
return per each year’s preschool cohort. Furthermore, 25% of at-risk children
are more likely to drop out of high school if they do not get a quality preschool
education, according to the Ounce of Prevention Fund. They’re also 40% more
likely to be a teen parent, 60% more likely not to go to college, and 70% more
likely to be arrested for committing a violent crime.
It’s estimated that about 75% of families making $75K yearly and who have 3-4
year olds already have them enrolled in preschool, although that emphasizes a
gap based mostly on economic status, which appears to cost the country collectively over time. The President’s proposal is hopefully a step in the right direction, as the current costs of preschool averages nearly $4K/year, and in some
places such as New York City, it can cost as much as $40K per year.
The present alternatives to expensive preschool: structured home equivalent,
church-run programs, or cooperative preschools where parents participate as
part-owner.
Copyright text 2016 by Early Childhood Education Zone
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