Teacher Feedback Reports

Average Attendance Reports

Hope Center : OEveryday, as soon as [Mrs-. CYynm seecs rnar T a m
there to pick up my son, she always helps get him prepared February 2010 | March 2010
to go home. Also welcoming me with a warm smile, and a
friendly hello! She makes my day knowing that my son is with Ferry 79.66% 87.19%
someone who really cares. Thanfk—youv—fo o+ yot— o +0o
-Samantha 2/26/10 Hope 88.64% 93.57%
HoggCenter. 0OThank you 1"or~ MISS.Jar]_ngo??tf.or §5I1é0||ng 05421‘% .
daily report on Juliads choi cels. hi s kee er mot i
to keep maki ng-Tgresa@28/dthoi ces! O ]

Pine Creek 87.13% 90.88%
Hope Center: 0 Mr s . Kat hryn and Mr s. Christifpfe went ouft of
thgirway to help me get a scholar.ship Yvhen money was too Tech Center 83.70%  |86.83%
tight to pay tuition. Theydre |[both always willing to help
way they can. My ki déLinda@/22¢10t h e Wash?ngton i8r€.'9é)% 90.76%
HopeCenter: d Thank you to Miss Luanmpe for relading so many
books with our daughter Sami! The one -on-one time is truly Woodbridge 91.84% 91.40%
appr ecidaeresad/28310

Pine Creek Center: 0 [ Kri stin & Yenifer]
attentive. They remove all the doubts that | have and | see
the progress of my chidBenda Exce
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Get Connected, Get Answers,

Teacher Feedback

Dear Parents, Name of staff member:

CDS Lakeshore Head Start is de- Center:

voted to caring for your children.
Our staff are concerned about

Please describe the way in which this staff person went

each individual child. We would above and beyond in order to help you and/or your child:

like to acknowledge the staff who

make special efforts to help you

and your child.

If there is a staff member who

does a |little o0ex

know by filling out this form and
returning it to a staff member at

your childds cent

Thank you for taking the time to Your Name:

Date:

show your appreciation for staff.
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Kindergarten Transitioning Volume 8, Issue -

Wow! The school year flew Here is a list of items you that school directly, or ask Parent NEWSIQtte
by and is scheduled to end may need to bring with you your Family Services Advo- M ay 2010
soon for half -day Head to Kindergarten registra- cate.
Start. We have thoroughly tion:
enjoyed having your e Childés birth SuggestedBooks about United @
children in our program. certificate Transition: Way
Many of our kids are e Chil dds i mmu n LaolkQui Kindergarten, Greater Ottawa County
moving on to Kindergarten. record Here | Come! United Way
If your child will be 5 by e Chil dods vi si oByNCanssrar i ng Pececcccccccccccen
Dec. 1, then they probably screening results Inside this issue:
qualify for Kindergarten or e Chil dds physi dhelNight Reform
Young 508s (offie Chil ddés soci akindergactenr i ty Moving On 2
districts). Y« number By N. Wing
teacher and advocate will You may ask your Family Outdoor Discovery 2
help you decide which Services Advocate or The Brand New Kid
Kindergarten program is Program Administrator if By K. Couric Preparing the Sitter 3
best for your child. you need copies of any of
Be sure to attend your the forms that they have on Tom Goes to Kindergarten Preparing the Child 4
chil dds Ki nder (file for your child. By M. Wild
tation where you will meet If you are unsure of the Home: Where 5
staff and be able to ask Kindergarten registration My Kindergarten Learning Begins
many questions about the dates at the school your By R. Wells Recipe: Walking Stick 5
school. child will attend you may call

Attendance Reports  §
Summer Activities

Many parents are anxious clubs or contests or young chil- local attractions are avail-
about how to entertain their dren story hour. Most are free able for little or no cost.
kids oyer the summer months, and open to the public. Buy a map of your city or
espgmally_on a budget. Fun Call the park district in your county and tak
family outings do not need to area. Do they offer free tripé6 to see
be expensive _a”d can even be nature hikes? Canoe rides? attractions. Stop for a
educational . (Ga toys? picnic lunch.
the kids know.) Here are a few . i
. . . Visit a local museum. Some mu- Have a swim day. Put on
ideas for inexpensive, summer R ; .
funl seums offer a o0f thekids suits, sunscreen

' _ _ you can visit without paying. and favorite flip flops,
Check with your local library. The same applies to some zoos.  and head to the nearby
Many libraries offer summer .

y Call your local visitors center. lake, pond or pool for a

that includ di T
programs that include reading You might be surprised what day of swimming fun!
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Moving On

As children develop from birth
throughout childhood they often
move, or transition, from one learning
environment or setting to another.
These transitions involve a process
of change that requires a period of
adjustment for the child and family.

The following are some tips to aid in
this process:

e Encourage, d o rF6-t
cus on the chil dbd
ior and skills, not on his/her mis-
takes.

e Dondt expect
stead, encourage the child to
try. Show that mistakes are
part of learning.

e Let the child do her/his own
thinking. Simply giving answers
does not aid in the learning
process. Just encourage him/
her to keep trying.

e Dondét focus too
grades. Try not to compare the
chil dds

else. Simply focus on his/her

Ip e r f e ceffort and improvement.

Most importantly, one of the best
things you can do is read to chil-
dren. Several studies have shown
that this helps kids do better in all
school subjects. Also, the earlier
you start and the more regularly you
do it, the better off the child will

be. Think of each book as a new

nfgventure ghat you can take

together!

ac hi ev e melnformatiar fromn Muskeggneeana

Head Startds
Newsletter May 2010

Happy

Outdoor Discovery Center: No Child Left Inside

In the last two decades, childhood has
moved indoors. The average boy or girl
spends just four to seven minutes out-
doors every day. There is a growing
concern of parents, educators, physi-
cians and many others regarding the
fact that children are not playing out-
side much anymore, not even in the
back yard or the neighborhood park.
Research indicates that this change in
our relationship with nature has a pro-
found effect on the physical, mental
and spiritual health of our young peo-
ple as well as their attitudes about the
guality of their environment.

Utilizing greater Holland area
neighborhood parks and green spaces
near schools, the Outdoor Discovery
Center (ODC) is promoting good health
through outdoor na-
@ ture activity. The No
Child Left Inside
§ project focuses on
hree areas for out-
door nature experi-
ences: preschool edu-
ators and daycare
providers; outdoor

activity for preschool children in their
own neighborhoods; community aware-
ness and promotion of the need for
outdoor activity.

Sample a wide variety of exciting out-
door activities and
learn what is avail-
able at the ODC
and in our area
including:

fish in

e Catch a

e  Try kayaking.

e  Test your skill with a bow and
arrow.

e Take a hay ride along the ODC
trails.

e Meet our newest birds of prey.

e Get acquainted with local frogs,
toads, snakes and turtles.

e  Walk the trails and look for signs
of spring.

e Play in the Imagination Forest.

nv%ebsi(gefat

Plenty of other outdoor activities are
planned throughout the year, including
the Outdoor Adventure series of pro-
grams held at area parks. Activities
will help families connect with the
wildlife that exists at each park and

the wildlife that exists in their
neighborhood. Registration is encour-
aged to ensure that enough materials
and supplies are available. For specific
dates, times and locations call the
ODC at (616) 393 -9453 or visit their

t he ODCOds
www.outdoordiscoverycenter.org and
click on the calendar for program
dates, along with information on Family
Nature Hours, Kayaking River Encoun-
ters and much more!

From. Get Healthy Ottawa, Volume 2,
Issue 4 April 2010
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Volume 8, Issue 4

Home: Where Learning Begins!

Conversations in the car, when get-
ting dressed, and when getting
ready for bed expose children to
rich language and sets them on the
path to being successful readers.
These conversations should take
place in the language that the fam-
ily is most comfortable in so that
children can grow up speaking the
language of their family and learn
lots of different words and con-
cepts.

Research has shown that children
who | earn their f
well by age 5 are able to read well

in English in third grade -even when
their family language is not English.

Every family teaches their children
to walk, talk, how to behave, and

oFamilies
first and most

important teachers for
their chi

ar® ™ ruly

what is important in their family.

Research shows that the more in-
volved families a
velopment when they are young, the
more children learn. Families are
truly the first and most important
teachers for their children.

| DEAS TO USE AT HOME:

= When talking with a young child
wait at least 5 seconds before
saying more. This gives the child
time to think of the answer and
get the words put together in
his/her mind.

= Teachers can send home new
words children are learning at
school so their parents can use
them at home -in whatever lan-
guage the family usually speaks

= Families can use simple, every-
day experiences to teach chil-
dren to continue to develop
their language and, thinking

| dls+€ 0

Recipe: Walking Stick

Need:

e 8inch trimmed celery stalk

e 2 table spoons peanut butter
e 13 mini marshmallows

e 2 four -inch pieces of red shoe-
string licorice

e 12 thin pretzel sticks

1. Fill celery stalk with peanut
butter

2. Cut a marshmallow in half for eyes

3. Seteyes and licorice antennae
into peanut butter at wide end of
celery

4. Push two pretzel sticks into a mini
marshmallow knee. Push one end
of the leg into the peanut butter
and the other end into a mini
marshmallow on the plate. Create
a total of six legs!

From: Better Homes & Gardens
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*In the car, or on the bus
symbol s that

-point out
o=ag.yo
estoy? signs, green aadrreed thts,

0SS de-

wait and walk signs.

*Tal k about what
6The red stop si
look both ways, and go when it is
our turn.o

*As a child gets

older, adults say,

OWe are comi
stop sign, what do we
need to do?dé Al
the child to give the

answer and to practice new words
and concepts.
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Information from: Family Literacy TIPS
(Training, Information and Practical
Strategies) National Head Start Family
Literacy Center -June 2009
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